
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6474 October 13, 2011 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

WORKING TOGETHER 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would just 

say, as my friend leaves—I know he has 
an appointment—the work that has 
been done in the last few weeks in the 
Senate has been very important. We 
have been able to work on the FEMA 
bill, we worked through the problems 
with that; China currency, we worked 
through that. Even though, as my 
friend, the distinguished Republican 
leader, knows, I did not agree with the 
trade bills—what they did—I think it is 
a good sign of our working together. In 
spite of strong feelings on both sides, 
people put that aside. There were no 
dilatory efforts made to hold them up, 
and we moved forward. I think that is 
commendable. That should be the pat-
tern for the rest of this Congress. 

I also want the RECORD to be spread 
with the fact that as far as congres-
sional action, this legislation would 
not have happened but for the Repub-
lican leader. He has been laser focused 
for a long time, and there were some 
things we had to work through to get 
here, but one of the reasons I did what 
I did to help move this along is because 
of his feelings about the importance of 
this legislation. 

f 

JOBS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, we also 

need to focus on jobs. It is one of the 
most important things we can do—I be-
lieve the most important we can do. I 
am sorry that this week my Repub-
lican colleagues proved once again that 
the only jobs they care about are their 
own. They voted against a plan to cre-
ate 2 million Americans jobs because 
they believed it was good Republican 
politics. 

Meanwhile, 14 million unemployed 
Americans are worried about how they 
are going to make their rent, put food 
on the table, and fill their gas tank or 
how they are going to get another job 
interview. 

These 14 million Americans could 
care less who proposed the plan or who 
gets credit to get them back to work. 
What they care about is that Congress 
gets to work putting them back to 
work. 

Asked whether they support a plan to 
ask millionaires to pay their fair share 
to pay for tax cuts for middle-class 
families and small businesses, con-
struction of roads and schools, and an 
extension of unemployment benefits, 
Americans have overwhelmingly said, 
yes, they support it. 

The reason they do that is because, 
as we see in the newspaper articles 
around the country, the news stories: 
‘‘A quarter of U.S. millionaires pay 
taxes at a lower rate than some in mid-
dle class.’’ It is about a 17-percent aver-
age. That is untoward. 

Two-thirds of Americans support 
both the plan the Republicans blocked 

this week and the way it is paid for. 
Yet still, Republicans unanimously 
voted against these tax cuts, infra-
structure investments, and jobs for 
teachers, police officers, and veterans. 
They voted, I repeat, against 2 million 
jobs for American workers. 

My Republican colleagues pay lip 
service to the unemployment crisis in 
the country, but in the end actions 
speak louder than words. 

As Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, 
the first African-American woman to 
be elected from the Deep South to Con-
gress, once said: 

The citizens of America expect more. They 
deserve and they want more than a recital of 
problems. 

The American people demand action. 
They deserve it. I hope my Republican 
colleagues would have a plan to create 
jobs, other than the constant talk 
about let’s get rid of regulations, let’s 
lower taxes. 

Let’s work together to create jobs. If 
my friends do not like what the Presi-
dent put forward, come forward with 
something that is constructive in na-
ture. As Barbara Jordan said: 

The citizens of America expect more. They 
deserve and they want more than a recital of 
problems. 

We can all recite the problems. There 
are lots of them. But let’s work to-
gether to create some jobs. 

I was happy to hear from some of my 
Republican colleagues that they want 
to work together to create jobs. I told 
one of the Senators: Wonderful. Grab 
any one of the Democrats; they will 
work with you to help create these 
jobs. We need to do something. We do 
not need to continue to recite the prob-
lems. Please get off of this, I say to my 
Republican friends, about lowering 
taxes as a way to create jobs. If that, 
in fact, were the case, the Bush tax 
cuts would have put this country on an 
economic machine that could never 
have been driven so fast. But it did not 
help. 

Eight million jobs were lost during 
the Bush years with these tax cuts. 
During the Clinton years, 23 million 
jobs were created. Let’s stop the con-
stant cry: We need to lower taxes. None 
of us are in favor of raising taxes. But 
certainly we need a fair tax distribu-
tion, and that is why the American 
people are agreeing with us. 

We are willing to work on regula-
tions. There are too many of them. We 
all agree with that. But let’s look spe-
cifically at what creates jobs. 

One of the big issues we fought about 
last week was farm dust. OK. Farm 
dust. EPA does not regulate farm dust. 
They do not want to regulate farm 
dust. These are all just, as in the gro-
cery business, loss leaders. It is only a 
way to confuse the American people. I 
repeat, EPA does not regulate farm 
dust. They do not want to regulate 
farm dust. Let’s start talking about 
that which creates jobs, that which 
puts people back to work. 

We are going to continue to do every-
thing we can not to let the American 

people down. We will not stop working 
to pass the proposals contained in the 
American Jobs Act just because Repub-
licans have used every obstructionist 
trick in the book to stop it from mov-
ing forward. We will continue to ask 
the richest Americans to share the bur-
den of getting our economy back on 
track, and we will never give up in the 
fight to create jobs for the 14 million 
people in this country who are out of 
work. 

Remember, the American Jobs Act 
reduces taxes for everybody, except 
those who make more than $1 million a 
year. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business until 12 p.m., with Senators 
permitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two 
leaders or their designees, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first 30 min-
utes and the majority controlling the 
second 30 minutes. 

The Senator from Georgia is recog-
nized. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESSES 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I wish 
to, first of all, kind of tag on to the re-
marks of the leader for just a second. 
One of the things I wish we would do in 
this body is get out of the business of 
demonizing certain segments of our 
population. Both sides are guilty of it, 
from time to time. But I wish to par-
ticularly talk about the major em-
ployer of the United States—small 
business—and the leader’s reference to 
the 5.6-percent surtax. 

Documents show that 392,000 Amer-
ican small businesses would be im-
pacted by a 5.6-percent surtax in order 
to pay for the President’s jobs bill. 
Records show that 72 percent of the 
American people are employed by 
small business. 

We have to ask ourselves this ques-
tion: If we are interested in creating 
jobs, why would we target the job cre-
ator that creates three-fourths of the 
jobs in America and put a surtax on 
them? It does not make any sense. If 
there were sincerity in that offer, those 
people would first and foremost be 
carved out on any punitive surtax and 
we probably would have more employ-
ment. 

I wanted to make that point. I will 
join anytime, anyplace, anywhere with 
the leader to work on creating jobs be-
cause that is job one for the United 
States of America. 

I was a small businessman for 33 
years, ran a small business for 22 years. 
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